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a declaration which should abandon territorial aggrandize-
ment once and for all, and which should pave tho way
for the negotiation of that peaco for which they longed
so ardently. The impossibility of reconciling peace with
loyalty to the Allies did not trouble the Russian people, at
this moment. They desired peace above all things, and they
regarded it as the primary duty of tho Provisional (Govern-
ment to give it to them.

The promised statement was made by Prince? Lvov on
April 27 and bore traces of graves searching^ of heart on
the part of the Government to achiovo the impossible. It
stated that the vital interests of Russia required the

defence by all means of our own inheritance and the liberation of
the country.. .. Leaving to the will of the people in done union with
our Allies the final decision of all questions connected with the war
and its termination, the Provisional Government considers it its
right and duty to declare that the purpose of free Russia is not
domination over other peoples, nor spoliation of their national
possessions, nor the violent occupation of foreign territories, hut the
establishment of a permanent peace on the basis of the self-deter-
mination of peoples. The Russian people are not aiming to increase
their power abroad at the expense of other peoples. . . . These, prin-
ciples will be made the basis of tins foreign policy of tho 'Provisional
Government, which will firmly carry out the. will of tho people and
will protect the rights of our fatherland, at the same time fully
observing all obligations made in regard to our Allies.1

This statement, which in tone was in marked contrast
with Miliukov's note of March 18, was a victory for the
Soviet and was in accordance with its principles of foreign
policy. On all sides it was acclaimed as a sign that at last
the Provisional Government would take stops to persuade
the other Allied Governments to restate their war aims as
a preliminary to a general and an early peace.

It was in transmitting this statement to the Russian
diplomatic corps in the Allied countries on May 1 that

1 Cumming and Pottit, p. 10.